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GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA
RESOLUTION
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO 321 OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA OF 21 MARCH 2007 APPROVING THE CONCEPT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTEGRATED SCIENCE, STUDIES AND BUSINESS CENTRES (VALLEYS)
1 April 2014, No 308
Vilnius
The Government of the Republic of Lithuania has resolved:
Resolution No 321 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 21 March 2007 approving the concept of the establishment and development of integrated science, studies and business centres (valleys) shall be amended and shall read as follows: 

‘GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LITHUANIA 
RESOLUTION
APPROVING THE CONCEPT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTEGRATED SCIENCE, STUDIES AND BUSINESS CENTRES (VALLEYS)
Pursuant to Article 16 of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Higher Education and Research, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania has resolved:
To approve the Concept of the Establishment and Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys) (as appended).’
Prime Minister
Algirdas Butkevičius
Minister of Education and Science
Dainius Pavalkis
APPROVED by Resolution No 321 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 21 March 2007 (as amended by Resolution No 308 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 1 April 2014)
CONCEPT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTEGRATED SCIENCE, STUDIES AND BUSINESS CENTRES (VALLEYS)
CHAPTER I
General Provisions
1. The Concept of the Establishment and Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys) (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Concept‘) has been developed in pursuance of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Higher Education and Research, and with regard to the national progress strategy “Lithuania 2030”’, approved by Resolution No XI-2015 of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania of 15 May 2012 approving the national progress strategy ‘Lithuania 2030’, European Commission Communication COM(2010) 2020 of 3 March 2010 ‘Europe 2020. A European strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth’, the National Reform Agenda, approved by Resolution No 491 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 27 April 2011 on the Lithuanian Convergence Programme for 2011 and the National Reform Agenda, the National Programme for the Development of Higher Education, Research and (Socio-cultural) Development for 2014–2020, approved by Resolution No 1494 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 5 December 2012 approving the National Programme for the Development of Higher Education, Research and Experimental (Social, Cultural) Development for 2014–2020, the Lithuanian Innovation Development Programme for 2014–2020, approved by Resolution No 1281 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 18 December 2013 approving the Lithuanian Innovation Development Programme for 2014–2020, and the Guidelines for Change in the Lithuanian Culture Policy, approved by Resolution No XI-977 of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania of 30 June 2010 approving the Guidelines for Change in the Lithuanian Culture Policy.
2. To achieve a more effective use of the infrastructure of research and (socio-cultural) development, innovations (hereinafter referred to as ‘RDI’), studies, and knowledge-intensive business, built through the implementation of relevant measures, funded by European Union (hereinafter referred to as ‘EU’) structural funds, the Lithuanian national budget or other sources, and to ensure its continuous development, it is essential to facilitate the establishment of world-class integrated science, study and business centres (valleys) (hereinafter referred to as ‘valleys’), enabling a more successful use of scientific knowledge to develop new products, bring business and science ever closer together, and achieve greater business participation in all innovation cycles from basic research to the introduction of new products into the market, as well as to ensure increased private sector investment in RDI. This will stimulate the development of knowledge-intensive sectors of the economy, socio-cultural and other innovations, accelerate the creation of knowledge society, reinforce the foundations of long-term economic competitiveness, and help to achieve the goals laid down in the national progress strategy ‘Lithuania 2030’: to increase the share of RDI in the gross domestic product (hereinafter – GDP), to encourage business investment in RDI, to increase the GDP share of cultural and creative industries, and achieve a yearly increase in the number of patent applications filed by science and higher education establishments, in the number of researchers working in the private sector as well as in employment in knowledge-intensive sectors of the economy.

3. Faster development of knowledge-intensive sectors of the economy as well as socio-cultural and other innovations, accelerated development of the knowledge society and reinforcement of the foundations of long-term economic competitiveness of the Lithuanian economy with the aim of evolving into a state that is modern, vigorous, open to the world and protective of its national identity, will contribute to the implementation of the EU's major RDI, as well as the establishment of smart specialisation areas with the following objectives:

3.1. ensuring high quality science by strengthening world-class scientific progress and long-term competitiveness of the country (supporting best ideas, developing talents, providing scientists and researchers with access to the best RDI infrastructure);

3.2. ensuring the development of industries by increasing investment in RDI (supporting large impact and industrial technology areas; facilitating access to venture capital; supporting innovations in small and medium-sized enterprises);

3.3. addressing issues of public relevance, mobilizing knowledge, resources and experience of different technologies, businesses and science (including social sciences, humanities and arts).

4. The provisions of the Concept shall be implemented during the period from 2014 to 2020.

5. Definitions for the purposes of the Concept:

5.1. Associated structures shall mean organizations representing the interests of higher education and research institutions, economic entities and other public and private entities interested in the advancement of RDI, which aim to contribute, through a variety of joint initiatives, to sustainable economic, social and cultural well-being.
5.2. Open access centre shall mean an organizational body operating on the basis of openly accessible R&D resources (for example, a hardware kit, laboratory, network of laboratories, the research centre of a science and higher education establishment etc.), which provides services required for performance of research and/or experiments.

5.3. Innovation shall mean introduction of new or significantly improved products (goods or services) or processes as well as new marketing or organizational methods in business practices, organisation or external relations.

5.4. Joint initiative for studies, research and (socio-cultural) development and innovation shall mean interrelated, complementary projects, carried out by public and/or private sector entities in a coordinated fashion with the aim to implement, in full or in part, a certain priority of the research and (socio-cultural) development and innovation development (smart specialisation) priority area (hereinafter referred to as ‘RDI Priority’) in a priority area of research and (socio-cultural) development and innovation development (smart specialisation) (hereinafter referred to as ‘Joint initiative’).
5.5. Centre of Competence shall mean a legal body or a subdivision of public or private sector entities, or a legal body established jointly by these entities, having a joint infrastructure of knowledge transfer, and/or engineering and/or technology and/or manufacturing (socio-cultural) that carries out R&D and new product development and introduction into the market, in relation to knowledge-intensive business and socio-cultural innovations and in pursuance of public and private sectors needs.
5.6. RDI infrastructure shall mean instruments, resources and related services, used by scientific and business communities in RDI activities, i.e. the main scientific and technological equipment, research material; knowledge resources (collections, archives and structured scientific data); the network of information and communication technologies-based infrastructure (parallel and distributed computing (GRID) network, hardware, software, communication devices, all other special means essential for achieving research excellence and for new product development on the basis of that excellence). Such infrastructure can be based in one or several locations (an organized network of resources).

5.7. R&D intellectual potential shall mean scientists, researchers and other professionals engaged in R&D activities, as well as their qualifications and experience.

5.8. Priority area in research and (socio-cultural) development and innovation development (smart specialisation) shall mean a group of scientific solutions, technologies, products, processes and/or methods, responding to global or national challenges and opportunities, which can be best utilised by the Lithuanian RDI system (hereinafter referred to as ‘RDI Priority Area’).

5.9. A priority of the research and (socio-cultural) development and innovation development (smart specialisation) priority area shall mean a group of thematically concentrated innovative technologies, products, processes and/or methods developed using the available RDI potential and the application of these technologies, products and/or processes for public needs and/or by introducing them into the market, using the available business and other potential.
5.10. Programme on the Implementation of the Priority Areas in Research and (Socio-Cultural) Development and Innovation (Smart Specialisation) and their Priorities shall mean a programme for the identification and coordination of actions by institutions interested in RDI development, while implementing, through relevant instruments, the priorities under the R&D and innovation development priority areas approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Programme on the implementation of RDI Priorities’).
5.11. Valley shall mean research, studies and knowledge intensive business potential (all entities) concentrated in one territory with shared or interrelated infrastructure and contributing consistently to the development of knowledge society and knowledge economy and to the enhancement of competitiveness of Lithuania’s economy.
5.12. Study infrastructure shall mean infrastructure for studies and other activities directly related with studies.

5.13. Technology centre shall mean a legal person or a subdivision thereof in the public or private sector, having an open-access RDI infrastructure and engaged in the activities of new or improved product development and placement on the market.

5.14. Technology transfer centre shall mean a unit of a higher education and research institution, science and technology park or economic operator, or a separate legal entity subordinate to a higher education and research institution, science and technology park or economic operator, or a separate legal entity performing the functions of transfer of research outcomes to public or private sector entities, promotion of entrepreneurship, RDI publicity activities and other functions related to commercial application of research outcomes.
5.15. Public-private cooperation in RDI shall mean cooperation between the private and public sectors based on a long-term agreement, the essential element of which is the delivery of R&D services attributed to the public sector, aimed at the development of innovative products and building the infrastructure necessary for the delivery of these products. This definition also includes a targeted public-private cooperation to carry out joint RDI activities of mutual relevance, to commercialize research outcomes and to apply them in the social and cultural fields.

5.16. Entities promoting public-private cooperation in RDI shall mean science and technology parks, technology transfer centres, centres of excellence, technology centres and other entities associated with the strengthening of the interaction among studies, science and business.

6. Other terms used in the Concept are defined in the Law on Higher Education and Research of the Republic of Lithuania. 
CHAPTER II
CURRENT STATUS ANALYSIS

7. Enhancement of research and higher education capacities and their exploitation for economic and social needs is one of the key factors in global competition. The competitiveness strategies of EU Member States and other leading countries of the world envisage a crucial role for the centres of interaction of business, studies and innovative business and for the development thereof. These centres bring together the highest capacities in research and studies, develop infrastructure for know-how and technology transfer from the public sector to private business, and create the conditions for the establishment of R&D units in business companies, and for knowledge-intensive business start-ups on the basis of commercialised research outcomes. In developed countries, the first centres of this kind were established spontaneously back in the 1950s. The most famous one is the Silicon Valley in the United States of America. Later, in particular starting with the 1970s, the governments of various countries began supporting the establishment and development of such centres. This trend has been very conspicuous in West Europe, Scandinavia, Japan, and recently also in China, the Far East and other regions of the world. 

8. Promotion of sectoral and regional interaction among science, studies and business as well as the creation of valleys is one of the main areas of the EU policy for studies and RDI, which is observed in the implementation of initiatives increasing investment in R&D and innovation at EU level (clusters, technological platforms, joint technological initiatives, programmes ‘knowledge regions’ and ‘learning regions’, other support programmes and instruments).

9. Lithuania has lately seen a more intensive development of RDI. This is partly due to the investments coming from 2007-2013 EU Structural Funds in R&D and innovation. However, it would be unreasonable to focus only on RDI infrastructure development. It is important to promote different world-class high added-value RDI activities that meet the needs of the public and economy, and to strengthen the intellectual capacities for RDI. Following the reorganization of the Research Council of Lithuania in 2009 with its new role as the funder of research programmes, competition-based funding of research began to be applied more widely. With the change in the name and functions of the Agency for International Science and Technology Programmes in 2010, it became the Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology whose main function is to participate in the implementation the policy of applied R&D necessary for innovations and innovation development, and to coordinate, administer and fund the implementation of related programmes and measures.

10. The Lithuanian economy has been currently affected by the global economic downturn caused by the financial crisis. Innovations would help bring the economy back on track. New products, technologies, processes, business models, organizational structures would enhance corporate competitiveness in both domestic and foreign markets. In many industrialized countries, innovations serve as the main engine for economic growth, enabling businesses to increase productivity and profitability, and having a positive effect on the standards of living. The economic downturn has prompted the EU to focus on science, technology, innovation, and funding of their development. The determination to promote research and innovation is in accordance with the objectives of Europe 2020 flagship initiative Innovation Union: to create better general and funding conditions for RDI with a view to ensuring the transformation of innovative ideas into products and services that would encourage growth and new jobs. The EU RDI funding programme Horizon 2020, which is presented in the European Commission Communication COM (2011) 808 final ‘Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and Innovation’ and serves as one of instruments for the implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy and its flagship initiative ‘Innovation Union’, provides for three main mutually reinforcing priorities: quality of science to accelerate global scientific progress; industrial leadership (to support businesses, including small and medium-sized enterprises); and society. Promotion of RDI is considered as a key political tool to increase competitiveness, create jobs, address the major challenges faced by the society and improve the quality of life.

11. Poor business innovativeness and small investments in R&D lead to a limited supply of jobs in business companies for scientists, other researchers, and top-level professionals. According to the 2010 data of Statistics Lithuania, 18 300 employees, including 6 300 with academic degrees, were engaged in R&D activities. Eurostat data for 2010 show that the number of R&D employees in Lithuania is just a little below the EU average (11.2 per 1 000 employees in Lithuania against 14.6 the EU). Most of the R&D professionals work in Lithuanian science, higher education and other public sector institutions – 69.2 per cent, in business – only 15.7 per cent. Thus, the Lithuanian business sector has 26.6 per cent fewer R&D personnel than the EU average (42.3 per cent by 2010 data). According to Statistics Lithuania, in 2008, compared to 2010, the Lithuanian business spending on innovation increased by 6.4 per cent and amounted to LTL 1 810.6 million. However, the R&D share was only 13.7 per cent of the total funds allocated for innovative activity development; 7.3 per cent went to acquisition of patents, licenses and know-how. 

12. The first step towards the development of valleys in Lithuania was the adoption of the Concept of the Establishment and Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys), approved by Resolution No 321 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 21 March 2007 on the approval of the Concept of the Establishment and Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys) (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 2007 Concept’). The purpose of the Concept was to encourage cooperation between science, higher education and the private sector, to submit proposals with a view to addressing the R&D problems of that time, in the hope that the valleys will provide conditions for the creation of international-level science, study and knowledge economy clusters, equipped to compete on the international arena, develop new technologies, engage in high-level international R&D work, develop scientific and technological cooperation, encourage foreign investment, engage in other activities stepping up the creation of knowledge society and strengthening long-term foundations of Lithuania’s economic competitiveness.

13. The goals of the 2007 Concept have been pursued through 5 programmes for integrated centres (valleys) of science, studies and business (hereinafter referred to as ‘valley development programmes’):

13.1. the Programme of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) for the Development of the Lithuanian Maritime Sector, approved by Resolution No 786 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 23 July 2008 ‘Approving of the Programme of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) for the Development of the Lithuanian Maritime Sector’, intended for the development of maritime environment and maritime technology research areas.

13.2. the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Nemunas, approved by Resolution No 1130 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 1 October 2008 ‘Approving the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Nemunas’, intended for the development of national research in agro-biotechnology, bioenergy, forestry, food technology, safety and wellness;
13.3. the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Santaka, approved by Resolution No 1170 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 12 November 2008 ‘Approving the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Santaka’, intended for the development of research in sustainable chemistry, biopharmacy, mechatronics, electronics technologies, future energy, computing and communication technologies;
13.4. the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Saulėtekis, approved by Resolution No 1262 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 24 November 2008 ‘Approving the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Saulėtekis’, intended for the development of research in laser light technology, materials science, nanotechnology, semiconductor physics, electronics and civil engineering;

13.5. the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Santara, approved by Resolution No 1263 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 24 November 2008 ‘Approving the Programme for the Development of the Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centre (Valley) Santara’, intended for the development of research in biotechnology, innovative medical technology, molecular medicine, biopharmaceutical, ecosystems, sustainable development, computing and communication technologies.

14. The 2007 Concept had the following goals: to mobilise, upgrade and optimise the infrastructure enabling the development of high technologies and other most viable sectors of science, technology and business; to consolidate interaction between research and studies by training researchers and other experts; to provide favourable environment for the transfer of scientific know-how and technology to the business sector; to set up centres for promoting research, studies and knowledge-intensive business synergies, capable of competing on the international arena, maintaining the highest level scientific cooperation, and attracting foreign investment that requires high intellectual capacity; to establish knowledge economy clusters on the basis of science, studies, and knowledge intensive business.

15. Preparation and implementation of valley development programmes involved other RDI potential strengthening actions, necessary for the development of the activities of future valleys and for the achievement of their development aims:

15.1. The period 2009–2010 saw the implementation of the Reorganisation Plan for the Network of State Research Institutions Related to the Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys), approved by Resolution No 989 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 1 October 2008 approving the Reorganisation Plan for the Network of State Research Institutions Related to the Development of Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys). The plan provides for the reorganisation of country's most influential research institutes through incorporation or merger with universities. Measures specified in the Concept seek to further concentrate the capacities of entities promoting cooperation between higher education and research institutions as well as the public and private sectors in RDI in the territories of the current Valleys.
15.2. The General National Integrated Programme, approved by the Minister of Education and Science aims to address relevant issues of research and technology development, research cooperation between businesses and schools of higher education, and public-private cooperation on RDI. This programme served as the basis for national integrated programmes ensuring the sustainable development of specific science-intensive business sector through a complex combination of the training of most qualified professionals, R&D activities, closer public- private cooperation in R&D, with a view to providing the basis for the development of science-intensive business sectors and increased international competitiveness. Failing to establish timely the necessary interactions, these Programmes become barely compatible with the measures taken up by the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania and other related ministries as regards the development of science-intensive business sectors.

15.3. In order to promote continued scientific and other professional development of researchers at all career stages and increase the intellectual potential in the field of R&D in terms of quality and quantity, the Researcher Career Programme, approved by the Minister of Education and Science, is being implemented.
15.4. In order to step up the commercialization of research outcomes, ensuring their legal protection, and providing higher education and research institutions with a possibility of using their intellectual products, the state has established the terms for legal protection of intellectual property. The Law of the Republic of Lithuania Law on Higher Education and Research provides that property rights arising from intellectual activity outcomes, shall belong to state universities and research institutes.

15.5. Resolution No 163 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 17 February 2010 approved the Lithuanian Innovation Strategy for 2010–2020 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Lithuanian Innovation Strategy’), which is implemented by the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania, the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Lithuania and other ministries. Resolution No 1281 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 18 December 2013 approving the Lithuanian Innovation Development Programme for 2014–2020 approved the Lithuanian Innovation Development Programme for 2014–2020, which is a continuation of the aforementioned Lithuanian Innovation Strategy. The High Technology Development Programme for 2011–2013 was approved by the Minister of Education and Science and the Minister of Economy. The Industrial Biotechnology Development Programme for 2011–2013 was approved by the Minister of Economy. These programs are implemented by the Agency for Science, Innovation and Technology. 

15.6. In order to create conditions for increasing the role of business in the valleys, aid measure Inogeb LT2 under the priority ‘Research and Development for Competitiveness and Growth’, provided for in the Annex to the Operational Programme for Economic Growth, approved by Resolution No 788 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania of 23 July approving the Operational Programme for Economic Growth, is being implemented to provide funding for investment in the infrastructure of research and technology parks: construction, reconstruction and equipment of technology business incubators, their open-access research and development laboratories and similar facilities, as well as equipment of the land plot or territory of a valley, which makes an integral part of science and technology park.

16. A lack of appropriate coordination of ministerial measures regarding the implementation of valley development programmes has been observed; too little attention was paid to the issues of valley management and administration, which will eventually result in only partial delivery of the intended outcomes. Institutional cooperation has become much closer recently as regards the interaction between the public and private sectors and the creation of joint sustainable development initiatives for RDI.

17. The implementation of valley development programmes sought to ensure a more effective management and a closer integration of the participants, therefore, to facilitate the coordination of valley-related R&D projects, funded from the EU Structural Funds and other sources, and a more effective use of the outcomes in the joint research programme aimed at the development of R&D in natural resources and agriculture, biomedicine and biotechnology, material science, physical and chemical technology, engineering and information technology, innovation and economic sectors. Joint research programmes have no actual funding, so only a part of their objectives have been achieved – they have served as means to evaluate the outcomes of RDI infrastructure development, and its impact on different sectors. In addition, the issue of coordination of joint research projects that fall into the competence of different ministries remains unresolved – there is no single overarching body which would be responsible for the implementation of these programs. The areas of the RDI and economic sectors are versatile, so they could not be identified with the RDI Priority Areas.
18. Considering the Concept implementation problems, and with a view to practical enactment of the provisions of the 2007 Concept, it is necessary to better concentrate the efforts of institutions contributing to the development of RDI, and move towards the common goal through coordinated measures. It is necessary to create an effective model for coordination, management and implementation of valley-related initiatives. Early identification of certain thematic RDI Priority Areas their specific priorities as well as preparation of respective joint initiatives and other study and RDI projects initiated by public and private sector entities based on cooperation and common interests would improve significantly the coordination of the implementation of measures funded by various ministries for RDI activities, for the development of the innovation, study and knowledge-intensive business infrastructure as well as intellectual potential, for strengthening of public-private collaboration in RDI and for supporting knowledge-intensive economic operators. Funds and investments in key national or regional priorities would be disbursed, according to the RDI Priority Areas (Lithuania’s Smart Specialization Areas), among valleys being created on the basis of the infrastructure already concentrated and developed in certain territories. In order to ensure a targeted and focused development of the valleys, mechanisms would be created to enable continuous monitoring of the status of the development of RDI Priority Areas as well as the status of RDI Priority implementation and to allow necessary adjustments to the implementation areas and scope. The development of RDI Priority Areas of national importance in terms of technologies and/or social welfare as well as the implementation of their specific priorities will become the basis for cooperation between ministries and for coordination of measures undertaken by them to achieve common goals, i.e. to accelerate the development of knowledge society, to develop social and cultural innovations, and to improve long-term competitiveness of the Lithuanian economy.

CHAPTER III

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CONCEPT

19. Implementation of five valley development programmes and other measures specified in paragraph 15 of the Concept has provided for further advancement of RDI and development of study infrastructure and intellectual potential, closer public-private cooperation in RDI, which will serve the basis for achieving the goal of the Concept of promoting rapid development of valleys, which would meet international standards, enabling training of world-class professionals, creating new internationally competitive high-added value knowledge and products, promoting high-tech businesses, advanced technologies and innovation in high-tech industries and traditional sectors of the economy, culture and social environment. 

20. There shall be 3 main objectives intended to achieve the goal of the Concept:

20.1. to facilitate generation of high-level research-based new knowledge, i.e. to strengthen and mobilize R&D intellectual capacities, encourage national and international cooperation among scientists and other researchers;

20.2. to promote the development of science-intensive sectors of the economy and the development and commercial application of innovative products, i.e. to enable science and business to cooperate effectively in RDI and to advance technology development and transfer;

20.3. to concentrate and update RDI, higher education, and knowledge-intensive business infrastructure, and to provide for its effective application.

CHAPTER IV
NEW VALLEYS 
21. A new valley may be initiated by higher education and research institutions together with economic entities, entities involved in promoting public-private cooperation in RDI, associated structures and other entities in the public and private sectors.

22. Initiators of a new valley must submit to the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania a valley vision in line with Concept objectives and the Concept implementing principles, specifying the goals and objectives of the future valley as well as intended outcomes, management model, founding and development participants and the required funding and its sources, an overview of the available science, studies and business capacities in the R&D areas to be focussed on in the valley and the reasons justifying the need for this specific valley in the light of the R&D areas set out in the valley programmes.

23. Following the evaluation by Lithuanian and international experts, the vision of a new valley shall be submitted to the Strategic Council for Research, Development and Innovation, formed by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Strategic Council for RDI’). When forming the Strategic Council for RDI, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania shall also envisage other tasks for it in relation to the coordination of RDI development (as well as development of RDI Priority Areas).
24. A decision regarding the preparation of a new valley development programme shall be taken and the terms for the preparation of the valley development programme shall be established by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania on a proposal from the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania, having regard to the evaluation of the valley vision by Lithuanian and foreign experts as well as the opinion of the Strategic Council for RDI.

CHAPTER V

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCEPT

25. To implement the objective under paragraph 20.1 of the Concept, the following measures are already being implemented or are initiated:

25.1. promotion of generation of new world-class scientific knowledge;

25.2. career development measures (developing professional skills and generic competences of doctoral students and other researchers; sectoral and geographical mobility of scientists, researchers and students; attracting researchers to knowledge-intensive entities, etc.) for researchers;
25.3. support for participation of higher education and research institutions and scientists in the implementation of international RDI initiatives;

25.4. encouragement to the attraction of foreign scientists and other researchers;

25.5. encouragement of future employers and social partners to contribute to the training of students and development of their skills; improving doctoral training by involving knowledge-intensive undertakings and innovative social partners;

25.6. streamlining the internal structure of higher education and research institutions; introduction of the newest and most effective management in the system of science and studies;

25.7. development of an internationally accepted RDI funding and evaluation system;

25.8. providing higher education and research institutions with incentives to carry out R&D work commissioned by economic operators and other entities and to seek experimental development outcomes by creating prototypes, technologies, inventions, licences and new products.

26. To implement the objective under paragraph 20.2 of the Concept, the following measures are already being implemented or are initiated:

26.1. promotion of new knowledge-intensive start-ups, their technological and innovative development, i.e. increasing business innovativeness and productivity and shaping the demand for innovation;

26.2. development of science and technology parks, increasing their role as a mediator between science and business in the valleys;

26.3. promotion of R&D projects for creation and development of innovative products performed by economic entities in the valleys;

26.4. improvement of institutional and administrative capacities of entities promoting public-private cooperation in RDI and other entities involved in the strengthening of synergy between R&D, higher education and economic development;
26.5. strengthening of the institutional and administrative capacities of institutions administrating and supervising RDI development process;

26.6. promotion of R&D activities relevant to knowledge-intensive business as well as technological, social and cultural development, commercialization of research outcomes, knowledge transfer, as well as development, transfer and introduction of technologies;
26.7. development of researchers’ and scientists’ capacities to commercialize research outcomes;

26.8. development of the activities of entities promoting public-private cooperation in RDI, as well as establishment and development of knowledge-intensive business operators;
26.9. encouraging doctoral students to participate in addressing important issues related to knowledge-intensive business and innovative social, cultural and technological development;

26.10. development of an RDI information system;

26.11. simplification of the requirements governing public procurement of R&D project work, services and products and improvement of the R&D project funding and management procedure;

26.12. promotion of economic operators’ participation in the development of RDI infrastructure and evaluation of economic operators’ needs in adopting decisions concerning the establishment of a new RDI infrastructure.

27. To implement the objective under paragraph 20.3 of the Concept, the following measures are already being implemented or are initiated:

27.1. support for concentration, creation and development of the infrastructure of entities promoting cooperation among higher education and research institutions as well as the private and public sectors in RDI;

27.2. enabling higher education and research institutions as well as entities promoting public-private cooperation in RDI and other related entities to upgrade their R&D and study facilities, to purchaise new equipment and to make an effective use of it;

27.3. development and implementation of measures for the evaluation and promotion of the activities of open access centres;

27.4. encouragement of higher education and research institutions and knowledge-intensive businesses to join the international networks of R&D infrastructure and innovations and other value-creating networks and to become active participants in their activities.

28. Concept implementation principles:

28.1. concentration – RDI, higher education, and knowledge-intensive business infrastructure, human resources, intellectual potential and expertise are concentrated in the valleys;

28.2. rational use – effective use of RDI, higher education, and knowledge-intensive business infrastructure, built from EU's Structural Funds, national budget and other sources, ensuring its continuity by planning and implementing new initiatives;

28.3. quality and versatility – development of world-class RDI infrastructure, training of human resources through the development of productive, inter-institutional, interdisciplinary, cross-sector and international cooperation of RDI, higher education and knowledge-intensive businesses;
28.4. generation of high added value – development of modern technologies, transfer and commercial exploitation, cohesion of different fields, technologies and disciplines (including social sciences, humanities and arts), variety of tools and a models enable generation of high value-added products and to address the most pressing problems of society.

29. The Concept objectives shall be implemented through valley development programmes. study and RDI policy measures may also contribute to the achievement of the Concept’s goal and implementation of it objectives. Study and RDI policy measures, intended for the development of RDI Priority Areas, the implementation of which requires coordinated actions of various institutions, are set out in the RDI Priorities Action Plans, drafted in accordance with the Programme on the implementation of RDI Priorities.
30. The process of the establishment of RDI Priorities shall be organised, in accordance with the procedure prescribed in the legislation, by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania on the basis of the RDI Priority Areas, as approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.

31. RDI Priorities shall be approved and implemented in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the Programme on the implementation of RDI Priorities. The Programme for the implementation of RDI Priorities shall be approved, in accordance with the procedure prescribed in the legislation, by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania on the basis of a draft programme prepared and submitted by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania and the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania. 

32. The Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Lithuania, in coordination with the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania, shall coordinate Concept implementation and form the Supervisory Board for Integrated Science, Studies and Business Centres (Valleys). Ministries and other institutions interested in RDI development shall participate in Concept implementation within their respective remits.

__________________

