Strategic evaluation of education and science priorities
of the 2021-2027 EU funds investment period

Presentation of final report




Object, purpose and objectives of the evaluation

Object of the evaluation

Possible investments of EU funds in the field of education and science in 2021-2027.

Purpose of the evaluation

To prepare for the 2021-2027 programming period of EU funds in order to improve the quality, efficiency and coherence of the use
of EU funds investments in education and science.

Objectives of the evaluation

Evaluate interventions of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport (the Ministry) in the 2021-2027 EU funds programming
period to improve the quality, efficiency and coherence of the use of EU funds investments in education and science.

1.

Evaluate the readiness of the Ministry to implement the 2021-2027 necessary condition of education and the criteria applied
to it by making proposals for improvement of legislation to improve the efficiency of the education system.

Evaluate the ivestment logic and the expected socio-economic benefits of specific 2021-2027 measures.




Applied R&D

. . . Form of financing .
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure

Science and study
institutions (SSI)
Research Council of
Lithuania

1.1 Strengthen research and innovation capacities and introduce advanced technologies

Other Lithuanian SSI
Knowledge-intensive
companies
Social partners
Foreign SSI or companies
University hospitals

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

Contest

73151181

Economic cost-benefit
ratio

4,62

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

1. Researchers
2. Businesses involved
in R&D

Funding of SSI R&D
activities
2. Funding

interinstitutional R&D

projects
3. Funding cross-

sectoral R&D projects

4. Funding international
R&D projects

Researchers working
in supported research
facilities

2. Research institutions
participating in joint
research projects

3. Nominal value of
research and
innovation
equipment

4. Enterprises
cooperating with
research institutions

Patent applications

submitted
Publications from
supported projects

It is proposed to update
the guidelines for the
accounting of research
and experimental
development costs and
the documentation of
R&D projects, if needed

Implementation period

2022-2029

It is recommended to
request for tenders every
year in the 2022-2027
period.



1.1 Strengthen research and innovation capacities and introduce advanced technologies

Internationalization of science

. . . Form of financing .
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure

Non-repayable subsidy

Science and study
institutions (SSI)
Research Council of

Lithuania Contest, state project

planning

Project selection method

47 305 723

Economic cost-benefit
ratio

3,00

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Promotion of
participation in
international R&D
programs, networks,
partnerships,
initiatives, etc.

2. Strengthening the
Scientific Liaison
Office and the
National Contact
Points

3. Funding of projects
that have received
the seal of excellence

Researchers working
in supported research
facilities

2. Nominal value of
research and
innovation
equipment

Researchers

Patent applications
submitted

R&D activity product
Publications from
supported projects

It is recommended to:

1. Increase the salaries of
researchers from state
budget;

2. Fund membershipsin
networks and
programs

3. Approve the new
Lithuanian research
network rroadmap

Implementation period

2022-2029



1.1 Strengthen research and innovation capacities and introduce advanced technologies

Knowledge transfer and commercialization

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy
SSlinnovation and
technology transfer ) ) ) Project selection method
centres (ITTC), Research University hospitals 32 896 945 3,10
and Technology
Organization

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Contest

1. Researchers 1. Improvement of skills 1. Nominal value of 1. Increasein the It is recommended to
2. SSI of ITTC employees research and number of transform research
3. Businesses involved 2. Integrationinto innovation commissioned R&D institutes from budgetary
in R&D international equipment projects received by to public institutions in
entrepreneurship 2. The number of research and study order to carry out
ecosystems research and study institutions that were profitable economic
institutions that were assigned investments activities

assigned investments

Implementation period

2022-2029

It is recommended to
start with development
activities of ITTC staff
competencies



1.1 Strengthen research and innovation capacities and introduce advanced technologies

Researcher career

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy
IEDUHRTHER, companies (for industrial

Project selection method
Research Council of .
doctoral studies)

Lithuania Contest

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Science and stud . .
y Knowledge-intensive

27414121 1,14

Researchers
2. Dcoctoral students
3. Professors

1. Funding of
postdctoral
fellowships

2. SSl preparation for
admission of
researchers from
abroad for R&D
projects

3. Researcher mobility
activities

4. Funding of industrial
doctoral studies

Enterprises
cooperating with
research institutions
Completed R&D
projects
Researchers from
abroad attracted to
Lithuanian research
institutions
Researchers who have
gone abroad to
improve their
professional
knowledge

Publications from
supported projects

It is recommended to
annually review the

documents governing the

remuneration of
reserachers and, if
possible, raise the base
salary

Implementation period

2022-2029



1.2 Take advantage of the benefits of digitalisation for citizens, businesses and governments

Connecting to the European Open Science Cloud

. . . Form of financing .
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

State project planning

Units of research
institutions, which collect -
or generate data

7 873 335

Economic cost-benefit
ratio

13,4

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Establishment of a
national network for
open access to
scientific information

2. Creating or adapting
the necessary
infrastructure for data
opening and
integration

3. Strengthening the
capacity of research
institution staff in the
field of data
management

4. Creating an incentive
model for researchers
to share data and
apply FAIR principles

1. The scientific
community
2. Researchers

Public institutions
supported to develop
digital services,
products and
processes

Increase in the
number of database
records (Socio-
Humanities)
Increase in the
number of database
records (Physical,
Biomedical and
Technological
Sciences)

It is recommended to
update regulations of
research institutions to
allow for an employee
motivation system that
encourages data sharing.

Implementation period

2022-2029

It is recommended to
start with the
development of
necessary infrastructure
and later fund the
incentives model and the
trainings



1.4 Develop the skills needed for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship

R&D entrepreneurial skills

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method
ITTC of research ] 32 896 945 9,73

institutions
Contest
Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Spin-offs (or 1. Concentration of 1. Enterprises 1. Small or medium The need for updating
companies at least services for spin-offs supported (of which: enterprises delivering legislation has not been
cooperating with in one place micro, small, process or product identified
research institutions) 2. Developmentand medium, large) innovation

implementation of 2. Enterprises with non- 2. Filed patent

mentoring and pre- financial suppport applications

acceleration 3. New enterprises

programs supported

3. Commercialisation of
R&D results of spin- Implementation period
offs

2022-2029

It is recommended to
implement the first activity
at the beginning of the
period and then to
coordinate the
implementation of the
second and third activities



4.2 Increase the quality and efficiency of education and training systems

Support for education professionals

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method
agency, teacher training QIO 56 303574 18,17

institutions
centres

State project planning

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Teachers (general 1. Attracting teachers 1. Participants with 1. Participants gaining a It is recommended to
education, pre-school and educational tertiary education qualification upon increase teachers'
education, vocational support professionals leaving salaries from state
education and to effective schools budget
Lithuanian education) 2. Improving the

2. Educational support competencies of

professionals teachers, educational I e e
3. Teaching assistants support specialists

and teacher

assistants, help in 2022-2029
acquiring additional It is recommended to
qualifications prioritize helping

3. Cooperation between teachers acquire
teachers and additional qualifications
educational support and improving
professionalsin cooperation in providing
providing support to educational support to

students students



4.2 Increase the quality and efficiency of education and training systems

Research for education

. . . Form of financing .
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure

Science and study
institutions (SSI)
Research Council of
Lithuania
Educational analysis
institutions

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

State project planning,
contest

26 735 140

Economic cost-benefit
ratio

1,3

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Doctoral students in
eucation field

2. Doctoral lecturers
and professors in
eucation field

3. Researchers

1. Funding of
educational research

2. Improving the
competencies of
professors and
lecturers in the field
of education

3. Funding of doctoral
places in education

4. Participationin
international
research programs
and / or projects in
the field of education

1. Educational research
carried out with ESF+
funds

2. Personswho
participated in ESF +
activities for doctoral
studies in the field of
education

3. International
research programs
and / or projects in
the field of education
and training in which
researchers have
participated with
ESF+ funding

Publications based on
educational research
conducted by ESF+
Proportion of persons
who completed
doctoral studies after
participating in ESF+
activities

Reports of research
results of researchers
who have
participated in
international
research programs
and / or projects in
the field of education
with the help of ESF+
funds

It is recommended to
establish a national
educational research
program as soon as
possible

Implementation period

2022-2029

Before educational
research is funded, the
educational research
program should be
established and
important topics for
research should be
identified




4.2 Increase the quality and efficiency of education and training systems

Earlier start of compulsory education

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

i i Project selection method
National education - - . 19 316 887 1471

Municipal administrations
agency

State project planning

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

1. Children participating 1. Updating the content 1. Participants with 1. Participants gaining a It is recommended to
in pre-school and of pre-school tertiary education qualification upon ensure that the required
primary education education leaving updates of the Law on
programs 2. Preparationand Education are
adaptation of pre- implemented in time

school and primary

education content,
accompanymg Implementation period
materials and tools

for teachers to work

with younger children 2022-2029
It is recommended to

prioritize updating the
educational content (as it
is needed by 2023) and
continue improvements
on content, materials and
tools after younger
children start learning



4.3 Increase access to education by creating equal access to quality and inclusive education and training services

Education Inclusion

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Ve Non-repayable subsidy

administrations, National
education agency, NGOs, pedagogical Project selection method 60 988 802 502
Lithuanian Centre for the psychological services !
and Hard of Hearing

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Children with 1. Ensuring a child 1. Number of children 1. Share of children who The need for updating
different educational guarantee in all below 18 years of age have received legislation has not been
needs municipalities 2. Participants with educational identified
2. Children experiencing 2. Developmentand tertiary education assistance for at least
exclusion or at risk of improvement of 3 months
social exclusion Lithuanian education 2. Share of children
3. Teachers services growing up in families
4. Educational support 3. Strengthening at social risk who
professionals coordinated services receive compulsory
5. School community 4. An advertising education in pre-
6. Lithuanians living campaign to promote school education
abroad, as well as a positive attitude programs for at least
persons arriving / towards inclusive 6 months after 2022-2029
returning to Lithuania education receiving EU funding The fourth activity should
5. Improving the 3. Share of people who be accomplished before
integration of the acquired competence  the start of inclusive
deaf through participation education in 2024

in ESF+ training



4.3 Increase access to education by creating equal access to quality and inclusive education and training services

Increasing the availability of pre-school education and whole-day schooling

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy
Schools, municipal

administrations, National Higher education Project selection method

education agency, institutions, municipal 44 226 080 1,60
founders of education administrations e peiac i
institutions
Children participating 1. Peer-learning 1. Number of children 1. Share of children who The need for updating
in pre-school and 2. Developmentand below 18 years of age have received legislation has not been
general education implementation of a 2. Participants with educational identified
programs package of measures tertiary education assistance for at least
2. Educators, school for inclusive 3 months
principals and education and 2. Share of people who
educational support educational support acquired competence
professionals in pre-schools and through participation
general education in ESF+ training
schools, enabling
whole-day schooling
activities
2022-2029

It is recommended to
encourage cooperation
between regional and
national level decision
makers before starting
the activities



4.3 Increase access to education by creating equal access to quality and inclusive education and training services

Social and financial incentives to learn

Economic cost-benefit

. ) ) Form of financing . i
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

State project planning

Higher education
institutions, vocational
training institutions,
Centre for Special
Education and Psychology

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Vocational training
institutions, state study
fund, higher education

institutions

15784 395 1,04

1. Vocational school

students from
disadvantaged groups
Higher education
students from
disadvantaged groups

Targeted benefits for
higher education
students

Financial incentives for
students in vocational
training institutions
Promotion of non-
formal education
Educational assistance
Provision of work
clothes and
equipment

Mentor assistance for
students in vocational
education institutions
Mentor assistance for
higher education
students

Higher education
students from socially
vulnerable, socially
excluded and / or
under-represented
groups who have
received a targeted
ESF+ benefit to
improve access to
studies

Vocational students
from disadvantaged
groups who received
ESF+ support to
improve access to
vocational training

Share of higher
education students
from socially
sensitive, socially
excluded and / or
under-represented
groups who received
a targeted ESF+
benefit to improve
access to higher
education

Share of vocational
students from
disadvantaged groups
who received ESF+
support to improve
access to vocational
training

The need for updating
legislation has not been
identified

Implementation period

2022-2029



4.3 Increase access to education by creating equal access to quality and inclusive education and training services

Educational Innovation

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

i Project selection method

Municipalities . o
various associations, etc.

Contest
Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment
1. Children participating 1. Application of the 1. Number of children 1. Share of children who  The need for updating
in pre-school and principle of universal below 18 years of age have received legislation has not been
general education design in education educational identified
programs 2. Developmentand assistance for at least
implementation of an 3 months
inclusive class / group
models

3. Organization and

provision of mobile
and distance learning Implementation period
and educational

support services
2022-2029



4.4 Promote flexible opportunities for competence development, qualification acquisition and retraining

Development of participation in lifelong learning

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Higher education Higher education
institutions, vocational institutions, vocational
training institutions, general training institutions, general
education shools, National education shools, National 50688 117 1,95
education agency, adult education agency, adult State project planning,
education centres, etc. education centres, etc. contest
1. Adults 1. Lifelong learning 1. Individuals who have 1. Share of persons who The need for updating
2. Vocational education promotion activities taken advantage of acquired competence legislation has not been
students 2. Development of adult the ESF+ learning through participation identified
3. General education education content offer received in ESF+ training
students 3. Development of through the
career guidance electronic system

services for adults . .
and students Implementation period

4. Maintenance and

improvement of the 2022-2029

lifelong learning Maintenance and

voucher system improvement of voucher
5. Improving the system system should only be

for the recognition of done after the start of

qualifications and the creation of the

competences voucher system with RRF

funds



4.4 Promote flexible opportunities for competence development, qualification acquisition and retraining

Increasing the inclusion of adult education

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

State project planning,

Adult education centers,
municipal
administrations,
vocational training
institutions, other
education providers, etc.

Adult education centers,
municipal
administrations,
vocational training
institutions, other
education providers, etc. contest

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

30375789 2,44

Low-skilled adults,
migrants, refugees,
and other vulnerable
social groups

Financial support for
learning for adults
from vulnerable
groups in society

Total number of
participants

Inactive persons
Participants with

Share of persons who
acquired competence
through participation
in ESF+ training

The need for updating
legislation has not been
identified

2. Strengthening adult lower secondary
education services in education or less
the regions 4. Participants with

3. Upgrading the adult upper secondary
general education education or post-
system secondary education

5. Minorities (including
marginalised
communities such as
the Roma)

Implementation period

2022-2029

It is recommended to
allocate resources for the
adaptation of the general
education program to
adults at the beginning of
the period



4.5 Improve education, training and lifelong learning services for all by improving infrastructure

Infrastructure and transport for increased access to education

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

National educfa.tion Project selection method
56 946 702 5,10

agency, municipal -

administrations State and regional project
planning
1. Children participating 1. Renovation of 1. Classroom capacity of 1. Annual users of new The need for updating
in pre-school and effective schools by new or modernised or modernised legislation has not been
general education applying the education facilities education facilities identified
programs principles of universal 2. Sukurty naujy 2. Share of schools
design ikimokyklinio ugdymo which had universal
2. Acquisition of special viety skaicius design and other
purpose vehicles 3. Number of schools engineering
3. Increasing the which had universal measures to adapt
accessibility of pre- design and other the environment for
school education by engineering people with
establishing new measures to adapt disabilities installed,
educational places the environment for amongst all schools
and adapting various people with 2022-2029
premises for the disabilities installed It is recommended to
provision of start implementation of
educational services projects, especially ones

with universal design, as
soon as possible



4.5 Improve education, training and lifelong learning services for all by improving infrastructure

Tools and equipment for teaching

Economic cost-benefit

. ) ) Form of financing . i
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

National education
agency, municipal
administrations

Schools

Non-repayable subsidy

Project selection method

State and regional project

planning

79 851 451 9,42

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

Providing effective
schools with tools for
science and
technology education
2. Installation of science
laboratories
3. Adaptation of the
premises of selected
educational
institutions for the
implementation of
whole-day schooling
activities and provision
of the necessary
equipment
4. Providing effective
schools with the tools
needed for high
quality flexible
education

1. Children participating 1.
in general education
program

Classroom capacity of
new or modernised
education facilities
Educational
institutions in which
whole-day schooling
infrastructure was
created

General education
schools that had
science laboratories
installed

1.

Annual users of new
or modernised
education facilities
Annual users of new
or whole-day
schooling
infrastructure

Share of schools with

science laboratories
Implementation period

2022-2029

The need for updating
legislation has not been
identified



4.5 Improve education, training and lifelong learning services for all by improving infrastructure

Integrated educational assistance

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

National education Non-repayable subsidy

agency, founders of

i i Project selection method

support centres, founders

of the Gestography State project planning
Center
Pupils with different 1. Adaptation of existing 1. Number of developed 1. Annual users of new After the establishment

educational needs infrastructure to the regional education or modernised of regional educational
activities of regional support centres education facilities assistance centres, there
education assistance will be a need to define
centres their activities, functions,

2. Providing regional and to prepare the

education support regulations of the centres

centeres with the

necessary equipment . .
and tools Implementation period

3. Construction of an

educational 2022-2029

assistance centre in It is recommended to

Vilnius start the establishment of
4. Establishment of the regional education

Ges’Fograth Cen_ter support centers as soon

in Vilnius university as possible, and then to

of applied sciences implement projects for

provision of equipment



4.5 Improve education, training and lifelong learning services for all by improving infrastructure

Improvement of the infrastructure of vocational training institutions

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

. . i ini Project selection method
Vocational training Vocational training 38 862 145 1,26

institutions institutions
State project planning

Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment

1. Students of 1. Provision of the 1. Classroom capacity of 1. Annual users of new If necessary, taking into
vocational training necessary equipment new or modernised or modernised account demographic
institutions and tools for education facilities education facilities trends, it is

vocational training recommended to
institutions in the consider additional
regions actions to optimize the

network of vocational
training institutions

Implementation period

2022-2029

It is recommended that
funding be spread over
the period so that the
latest equipment and
tools can be purchased
before the period ends



4.5 Improve education, training and lifelong learning services for all by improving infrastructure

Teacher training infrastructure

Form of financing Economic cost-benefit
Potential applicants Potential partners Funding for the measure ratio

Non-repayable subsidy

Higher education

instituti Project selection method

teacher training centre or

a part of it State project planning
Target groups Funded activities Product indicators Result indicators Legal environment
Students of 1. Development of 1. Higher education 1. Share of students The need for updating
educational sciences educational institutions that are a using the developed legislation has not been
2. Teachers technology teacher training infrastructure identified
3. Professors laboratories centre or a part of it required for teacher
2. Installation of in which the training centres or
distance learning infrastructure has doctoral studies in
auditoriums been created / education

adapted with the

ERDF funds under the
Program Implementation period

2022-2029



Comparison of economic cost-benefit ratio of the top 5 measures

Comparison of economic cost-benefit ratio of the top 5 measures

18,17

15,90

14,70

B Science measures B CEducation measures

The measures "Support for education professionals" and "Integrated Educational Assistance" would bring the greatest benefits

compared to costs. Among science measures, the measure ,,Connecting to the European Open Science Cloud" is the most
beneficial.




Comparison of economic cost-benefit ratio of the rest of the measures

Comparison of economic cost-benefit ratio of the measures

0 1 2 3 4 5

B Science measures B CEducation measures

All the measures under consideration would bring benefits, and it is therefore recommended that all 20 measures would be
implemented over the 2021-2027 period.
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